PRIDE Fishbowl
“Don’t Hate, Elevate” LGBTQQI Youth and Allies 

12/2/09

1) What are the biggest issues facing LGBTQQI youth and/or allies?
· harassment – constantly being asked are you gay or straight?

· Gaybashing – “you’re so gay”, you’re a fag

· “we shouldn’t expose kids/people to this”

· Religious beliefs/ use of religion as reasons to harass/discriminate

· Celebrities not empowering/advocating

· Feeling isolated

· Afraid to come out

· In middle school I knew I was gay but I was afraid to come out – children are evil

· Some people are too closed minded – some households raise you that way

2) What are the different experiences of LGBTQQI Youth?

· question: what IS gay or straight? Why is it assumed it’s 100% one way or the other?

· Hard to be LGBTQQI/ally or perceived in middle school

· Prop 8 – confused a lot of people, mentality + how to vote

· Need more people to stand up for each other

· People say sorry about being offensive but don’t mean it

· People say “I don’t mean to be homophobic, but..” so they are homophobic or hurtful

· People use the term “brokeback mountain”

· I don’t understand why people don’t bash on lesbians as much as gay men

· Homophobia more targeted towards men

· Lesbians are thought of as “hot”

· In our society, men have much more rigid definition of sexuality, women can have less boundaries/definition

· People ask, “how can a guy be bisexual”?

· I believe in different levels of sexual traits (primary/secondary)

· what IS the definition of gay?  Does anal sex equate “gay”?

· a bunch of labels

· a lot of different experiences/identities that the youth were exploring/identifying with

3) Challenges as allies

· see friends being targeted, it hurts

· haven’t felt it much @ Oceana (being an ally is easier there)

· health class – experienced a debate/fight after watching video “30 Days”

· if people disagree or want to stand up to hate speech they don’t say it

· hard to put yourself out there to defend

· it doesn’t go over well

· when allies stand up, they get classified as gay – assumed they’re gay because they’re allies

4) Support system – how do you deal with the problems?

· GSA (Gay Straight Alliance) at school is good – open space to talk (repeated by several members)

· Can talk to friends (repeated)

· Lucky to have very supportive, open parents

· PFLAF – Parents..

· Therapist, doctor: paid to not disagree with me

· A “friend” should be there to support and to listen (not judge)

· Internet – support groups

Different experiences at home and school regarding support:

· my parents are really homophobic – they didn’t support Prop 8, but would still say “don’t be gay”

· them being homophobic helped me to open my mind

· Middle Schools don’t have GSA’s

· Everyone in MS is homophobic

· Teachers don’t support hate speech prevention properly – some don’t do anything, some don’t know how

· Groups at schools (jocks, nerds, etc.) but “gay kids” treated much differently – like it’s a disease
5) What supports do you need in the community? What would you like to experience in the community compared to what you do experience?
· hope for acceptance – treat them the same

· some people treat them badly, mental disease, discrimination happens

· happy if people just didn’t care – get rid of the violence (physical/verbal). I don’t care if people disagree.

· Weird stereotypes (like commercials for Prop 8)

· People just don’t understand LGBT people

· Ignorance! Like definitions of “family”/parenting – limited views

· Maybe bashers are question or are experiencing self-hate

· Lack of information, need more exposure

· Have a bi-weekly support group
· Go to schools, educate youth, even younger with the message that “it’s not bad”

· I got to the SF LGBT center, also there is LYRIC in SF – should be more in the Peninsula, Daly City

· There isn’t enough advertisement/exposure or talk about it – Sex-Ed is only 2 weeks long and we spent ONE day on it

· I don’t believe youth will learn from professionals (teachers/counselors) – they’ll learn from somewhere else (they’ll choose to learn it more for other places/ sources – right or wrong)

· Homophobic people are so open about it – say it loud and a lot

6) Do you have a safe environment at school?  At Home?  What is that?

· school is okay

· home – mom is homophobic, don’t feel comfortable talking with her. I feel SAFE at home, but not welcoming

· I felt safe at Westmoor, but not comfortable.  I feel comfortable at Oceana

· Don’t feel safe with friends sometimes – they’ll use hate speech

· Oceana only place I feel safe, neighborhood is full of homophobic parents

· Feel safe at home – parents raised not to discriminate – their parents probably experienced discrimination as immigrants 

· K-8 schools did not feel safe – they were jerks.  At Oceana I feel safe

· Hate speech does hurt especially if they say it calmly

· At high school – not many same-sex couples showing affection 

· What makes Oceana safe? Small space, security, doors open to classrooms

· Teachers will get on you if you use hate speech

· I don’t like to broadcast it.  In Middle School, I told someone that I thought I could trust and that person broke that trust – it started my problems at the school

7) What is the difference between feeling accepted and feeling safe?

· safe could mean hiding

· similar to integration

· safe comes first, acceptance takes longer

· in church I feel safe, but I don’t feel fully accepted

· How do you know a situation feels safe?

· Usually it’s safe until someone says something to break the safety

· Might seem safe, but people are thinking bad thoughts to themselves

· Walk into a room and it changes – that’s not safe

· Posters in each room, triangle – sets safety to room

· School – safe zone because physical/verbal abuse is not allowed

8) What is the difference between safety/acceptance/ and empowerment?

· empowered – able to go places with confidence that no one will stop you

· being out

· being able to support friends

· being proud

9) How do you empower yourself?

· accept differences and be able to feel proud

· know it’s not a bad thing

· talk to self in mirror

· poet- put self in other people’s shoes, ask friends

· get a good bunch of friends to support

· need a core group of friends and family to accept you

· GSA – conferences that focus on empowerment

10) What needs to be done to help people be empowered?

· show that it’s ok, be able to come out

· commercials

· celebrities to support

· more exposure of LGBTQQI characters that aren’t a punchline

· diversity images in media – not just the harsh stereotypes

· not making “being gay” the main story – normalize the images

· allies need to step up and to help speak up

PROCESS
How did it feel as observers?

· educated me on topics re: being LGBTQQI

· cool that people were open

· nice having to not focus on my own comments – just being there to listen

· cool listening to how people feel

· impressed with how comfortable youth are talking of us

· honored to witness – moved

· impressed by the strengths of each individual

· feels safe – I like the environment

How did feel as participants?

· it feels awkward to talk at first

· we’re all in a small circle – helped us be open to talk with each other

· people sat physically close – that made us emotionally close

Themes of the discussion – I think I heard you say..
· it was helpful to have teachers/allies in school

· helps having a “safe place”

· places outside of school not always safe

· allies need to step up and speak out

· safety is only the first step

· influence of the media – more diversity of positive images needed

· needing genuine peer allies

· need/desire for setting where LGBTQQI youth can feel empowered

· tension re: parents a home

· also having support at home – diversity of home experiences

· assumptions

· “my sexuality” does not have to be your problem

· Use of vocabulary like “you’re so gay” is prevalent

· Progressive Christians need to be more proactive

· Religion (and perceived religious ideas) have a large impact on LGBTQQI youth, allies, and perceived youth

· Importance of a good relationship versus a category

· Desire for more role models in life and in media

· Harassment is an issue, but the idea that a certain type of sexuality is bad is also an issue – harassment doesn’t just happen to open/out youth or LGBTQQI youth, but also for youth that are perceived to be LGBTQQI.

Action step ideas – I think we can make changes by…

· more events that are local and easy to get to

· policies at school exist that say hate speech is not okay – teachers/admin/districts need to be educated and trained on them and employ prevention

· all classes should have safe zone posters

· education with superintendents/staff

· educate young people about their civil rights

· more fishbowls, events like these

· establish an LGBTQ center in San Mateo County

· transportation is a serious issue – there are resources in RWC but is it TOO far

· utilize positive online resources – good sources, good sites need to be advertised like onyourmind.net

· contact local programs/agencies like Pyramid Alternatives – request more support groups – voice your needs

· GSA established at middle schools

· Once a month, share at school more opportunities to talk

